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Our next meeting is Thursday, Jan. 16, 2025, early arrivals from 6:00 PM 


Collecting the U.S. coins of 1825, 200 years ago 


Club Meeting Calendar for 2024 


Jan. 16 May 15 Sep. 18 
Feb. 20 June 19 Oct. 16 
Mar. 20 July 17 Nov. 20 
Apr. 17 Aug. 21 Dec. 18 


Starting Off with a Bang! 
Another Very Good Investment 


A 1907-D Gold $20.00 Liberty Head Double Eagle 
[Enlarge the page to fit monitor screen to view details.] 


In first left hand column of the December, 2024 newsletter, the 
author displayed three $1.00 gold coins created by our fourth Chief 
Engraver, James Barton Longacre in which one of them was a rarity, 
the rare 1856-S $1.00 gold Indian Princess small head $1.00 gold piece. 
That design type had changed from Longacre’s original tiny Liberty 
Head one dollar type that first appeared on the 1848 $1.00 gold piece. 
The coin was just 13 mm that it was hard to believe that the $20.00 
piece like the coin shown above was essentially the same type, at least 
on the obverse. Longacre’s Double Eagle was first struck in 1849 and 
the single pattern exists in the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D 
C. His majestic $20.00 Gold piece was first struck for circulation the 
following year in 1850 with 1,179,261 struck at the Philadelphia Mint 
and 141,000 at the New Orleans facility, the latter very scare today. 
Due to the he Philadelphia mint’s large mintage however, 1850 dated 
examples graded XF-45 are on the cusp of affordability today. 


Longacre’s gem coin design (in the author’s opinion) was produced 
at various mints from 1850 thru 1907; 58 years. The 1907-D had a 
mintage of just 842,250. In 2021, the author acquired a 1907-D 
specimen which came to $2,720, a lot of money, but the writer had 
saved up for one, selling lesser coins to reduce the cost. Today it retails 
for $5,500 with recent auction prices realized as high as $4,320 
according to the January, 2005’ PCGS COINFACTS. 


Collecting the U.S .Coins of 1825, 200 years Ago 
(excluding gold) By Arno Safran 


The U.S. Coinage of 1825 (excluding gold) featuring the copper half- 
cent and large cent above the silver disme, quarter and half-dollar 


The five coins show a big picture but come close if not exact to 
the coins’ sizes. The examples range in grades from XF-40 to AU-58 
and are still attractive in the circulated grades shown. As we start the 
New Year, 2025, they are now 200 years old--and in the opinion of this 
writer--are far more artistic than the current denominations of today. 

__(Continued on page 2, column 1) 
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Collecting the U.S .Coins of 1825, 200 years ago 
(Excluding gold) (Continued from page 1, column 2) 


An 1825 half-cent, C-2, R1 graded XF-40 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 

After the 1811 Classic Heads Half-cent coinage--which 
had a mintage of only 63,140 that year and is rare today--the 
half-cent denomination was suspended due to a lack of copper 
in Mathew Boulton’s factory near Birmingham England that 
was used to provide copper planchets to the United States 
during that period. As a result, no half-cent were made in the 
United States until 1825. It is believed that some Baltimore 
businessmen wanted the coin to be struck again The reported 
mintage for the 1825 issue was just 63,000, less than rare 1811 
coin but the 1825 half-cent is extremely common because a far 
larger number of half-cents struck in the following year, 1826 
were produced with the 1825 date. The Chief Engraver of the 
Mint in 1825 was William Kneass who decided to retain John 
Reich’s Classic Head design even though the large cent design 
at the time displayed a wholly different image. 


The author acquired the specimen shown above at a 
dealer’s shop in Newton, PA, north of Philadelphia in May 
1985. It was graded XF-40 and only cost $41.00. 40 year later, 
the 2025 Red Book lists the coin at $225.00 today which is quite 
a jump in price which is due to inflation over the time span. 
Also, an increased number of collectors have raised the prices of 
even some of the commoner coins despite their high mintages. 


An 1825 Coronet Large cent, N-6, R2 graded XF-45 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 


If one is able to enlarge the picture of the large cent to 150% 
you will observe the clarity of the coin’s design within the XF grade. 
The jury is still out on whether the designer of this coin was Robert 
Scot or John Reich. Reich was the younger of the two, but when the 
1816 dated Coronet Large cent was first released both men were 
supposedly having eye trouble depending on whose articles one reads. 


The author thinks that the Coronet style was in vogue during 
this period despite the fact that the some individuals referred to it as the 
Matron Head type which was considered an insult. 


This cent type was struck from 1816 thru 1839 but starting in 
1834 when Christian Gobrecht who an assisting Chief Engraver, 
William Kneass at the time was asked to reshape the obverse slightly, 
during the next few years more titles were added such as the “the 
Young Head”. “Silly Head”, “Booby Head”, “Petite Head” and finally 


“Mature Head” which was also called “the Braided Hair” type from 
1844 thru 1857, this particular deign style was produced 


Be that as it may, the 1825 Coronet cent had a mintage of 
3,878,400 with ten different die varieties with most graded Rarity 2 
(meaning common) compared wit h Rarity 4 to 8, (considered scarce to 
rare); so the coin shown in the lower portion of column is considered a 
common date variety. 


The author acquired the specimen shown away back in June, 
1995.while he was attending the Garden State Numismatic 
Association Coin Show at a big hotel in New Jersey across the 
Delaware River from Philadelphia. It sold for just $125.00 back then. 
Today, an XF-45 specimen is listed at $600.00 in XF-45 according to 
PCGS’ COINFACTS with the most recent auction realized example 
having sold for $650.00. That’s higher than mere inflation. 


One of the reasons for the higher price growths of U.S. 
obsolete coins that are not particular scarce or rare are their age, 
in this case, a way back in 1825; and their condition; XF-45; 
attractive. A third is the increased growth in collectors after the 
state quarters were being issued. 


An 1825 Capped Bust disme graded AU-53 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 


Of the five coin denominations in this article, the lovely 1825 
Capped Bust disme shown directly above is the author’s favorite. 
During this period the ten cent piece was spelt with the silent s which in 
French means a tenth of a dollar. 


While not the highest grade example in the 1825 set, this 
particular coin has nice toning and is well struck with all of the aspects 
appearing clearly. John Reich first designed the disme back in 1809 and 
while it is not one of the scarcer dates in the series that was produced 
all the way through 1837, it is still scarce in the grade shown. The 
reported mintage for the date is considered to be around 400,000 
according to PCGS’ COINFACT researcher, Ron Guth. Originally the 
original figure of 510,000 were listed for both the 1824 and ’25 disme 
issue together but recent research claims suggest that the dismes struck 
with the 1825 date totals closer tom to 400,000 produced compared 
with perhaps only 100,0000 for the 1824 pieces which are far more 
expensive. 

This particular coin is very special to the writer since it was 
one of the earliest coins he ever acquired. He was 15 at the time having 
started to collect coins a yearn earlier when his father showed him a 
low grade 1857 Flying Eagle cent he found chewing gum vending 
machine on New York subway station. It suggested to the writer that 
Abraham Lincoln could have held this coin when it was new. 

One Saturday he decided to go to Gimbals Department Store 
which was located in lower Manhattan on 32" Street. They had a coin 
department inside. The salesman behind the counter showed him the 
1825 dime in a white see thru cardboard holder with the date, graded 
Extra Fine and the words, “Attractive toning”, the price, $4.25 penned 
in the upper right section. As a teen, I was earning $2.00 a week for 
doing chores in and around the house and riding my bike the store to do 
errands. So, with glee, I showed the coin to my father. Big mistake! 
When he found out how much I paid for it, he docked me from 
collecting coins then and there. In wouldn’t be until years later when 
the bicentennial in 1976 reawakened my interest in colleting U.S. coins. 
By then I was married with four kids. Today, the coin is worth $1,250. 

Continued on page 3, column 1) 
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Collecting the U.S .Coins of 1825, 200 years ago 
(Excluding gold) (Continued from page 2, column 2) 


An 1825/4/2 Capped Bust quarter, B-2, R2 graded XF-40 by Anacs 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 

In the early years the Treasury the employees used a 
screw press to strike our coinage. Errors were made 
occasionally since each strike required the strength of 
sometimes as many as four men working the press. During this 
period the dies used to strike a particular coin would eventually 
deteriorate; some sooner than others. 


The Large Size Capped Bust quarter was struck from 
1815 to 1828 but not in every year. The silver coin weighed 
6.74 grams, had a composition of .8924 silver bonded by .1076 
copper with a diameter of 27mm, slightly reduced from the 
27.5mm of the Draped Bust quarters that preceded it. The 
Capped Bust type was created by John Reich who was Asst. 
Engraver to Chief Engraver, Robert Scot. 


There were three die varieties for the 1825 Capped 
Bust quarter. The most common was the coin shown above; 
listed as a double overdate and graded Extra-fine. Overdatng 
coinage was not uncommon during the early years of our 
nation’s coinage. Upon magnification to 200%, the 
distinguishing characteristics on the obverse displays a faint 
large 3 sticking out under the right side of the five which 
overwhelms the upper tip of the 4 just under the upper right side 
of the 5. The author attempts to display each coin as close to its 
actual size as possible but unless the reader is able to make a 
copy of the newsletter and the project a sufficient enlargement 
of it onto one‘s computer screen, such tiny details as over-dates 
will not be seen clearly. 


The Philadelphia Mint released 168,000 1825 dated 
quarters and it is considered a common date. The author 
acquired the 1825 quarter shown above back in April, 1999 at 
the Tri-State Show held in Fort Washington, PA, a lovely small 
town not far from Philadelphia. It cost him $425.00 back then. 
The 2025 Red Book lists the coin grading XF40 at $1,800 today 
but the few recent auctions prices realized that the writer has 
come across recently, the coin sold for no higher than 
$1,100.00. 


For collectors interested in learning more about our 
earlier U.S., coinage, there are numerous books written by 
various numismatic scholars. The author considers John Reich’s 
Capped Bust design to be the most attractive on the quarter 
denomination. For readers interest in learning more about our 
earlier U.S. quarter dollars, the author recommends Numismatic 
Scholar, Steve M, Tomkins book titled EARLY UNIUTED 
STATES QUARTERS 1796 —1838 released in 2008. 


A n 1825 Lettered Edge Capped Bust Half-dollar, O-106, R3 
Graded AU-58 by ICG 
Unlike the Capped Bust quarter which was struck in 
comparatively lower mintages, the 1825 Lettered Edge Capped Bust 
half-dollar had a reported mintage of 2,943,166 that were struck at the 
Philadelphia Mint. 


According to the research of numismatic scholars, the late 
Allen James Overton and Donald L. Parsley, authors of United States 
Early Half-Dollar Die Varieties, William Kneass who was appointed 
Chief Engraver in 1824 after the death of Robert Scot in 1823, crated a 
new master die with subtle minor changes on the Littered Edge Capped 
Bust Half-dollar which had first appeared with then Asst Engraver John 
Reich in the latter part of 1807. 


There were eighteen die varieties struck that year with O-118 
considered the rarest, listed as an R8. Scarce to rare die varieties are 
important to those collectors who specialize in collecting an early 
single denomination U.S. coin that include numerous die varieties. To 
those merely collecting coins by their date like the writer, these aspects 
are not considered simply because the collector is interested in all 
denominations, except perhaps the gold pieces which are extremely 
expensive. Therefore, the author was simply satisfied to acquire the 
more common R3 die variety of the 1825 half-dollar shown above and 
also because he could afford it. It sold for just $250 at a small show 
held in March, 1999 in Fort Washington, PA just south of Trenton, NJ 
and north of Philadelphia. Today the retail price is listed at a whopping 
$1,250 according to PCGS COINFACTS whereas the most recent 
auctions held in 2023 suggest a much lower cost at only $750, but most 
of the auction pr ices listed on PCGGS COINFACTS are bid by coin 
dealers, who buy wholesale only and few collectors. 


Incidentally, he reason the half-dollar of this period’s heading 
is called the “Lettered Edge” is because the half-dollar had a wide 
enough room on its rim to include the denomination,“50 CENTS or 
HALF DOLLAR?” while the smaller denominations did not. 


The beautiful silver coins of 1825 
(Continued on page 4, column 1) 
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A bit of U.S. History 200 years ago 


On March 4, 1825, John Quincy 
Adams, son of John and Abigail 
Adams, was inaugurated as the 6th 
President of the United States. The 
election of 1824 had been a highly 
contentious one with a number of 
famous politicians vying for the 
presidency; among them Andrew 
Jackson who accused Adams and 
Henry Clay of stealing his popular 
vote plurality by making a deal in 
which Clay would become Adams’ 
Secretary of State. 


John Quincy Adams 


Adams, on the other hand had served his country well, as 
a diplomat who helped negotiate the peace with Great Britain at 
the Treaty of Ghent, Belgium on Christmas Eve, 1814 which 
ended the War of 1812. He later served as Secretary of State in 
the administration of James Monroe, our 5th President. In point 
of fact, one could understand Andrew Jackson’s ire for during 
the early years of our republic, the path towards the presidency 
led through the diplomatic office of the Secretary of State. 


John Quincy Adams was an intellectual and a 
progressive who wanted to improve our roads and other forms 
of transportation. In 1825, the Erie Canal was opened and .an 
elliptical steel spring for carriages and stage coaches was 
invented that made passenger travel more comfortable. During 
Adams’ administration a two-wheeled velocipede came into 
being which one might refer to as a bicycle without pedals. He 
also proposed the idea of having a large telescope built to 
further explore the heavens, but by this time the nation was 
moving towards westward expansion and the industrial 
revolution, and Adams’ scientific interests were overlooked in 
favor of “the Westward Movement”. Our 1825 coinage however 
was still appreciated and still very functional although it 
appeared to represent an older more classical artistic style. 


When the author acquired the lovely 1825 disme as an 
advanced teenager, it was just another old coin that appealed to 
him artistically. It didn’t occur to him to complete a five coin set 
(excluding gold) until 1999 when he realized he only needed the 
1825 quarter and half- dollar to complete the set. 


= “? 


The five U.S. 1825 coins shown from the half-cent to the half-dollar 
No U.S. half-dimes or dollar coins were struck during this period. 
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Remembering Jim Barry 
A First Rate Numismatist and Member of our Club 


Jim Barry giving a program before the Augusta Coin Club 


One of the first advanced coin collectors the Newsletter 
Editor met in the Central Savannah River Area was Jim Barry, 
(shown above). It was at our very own Augusta Club--which 
back then--met at a school Gym not far from Washington Road. 
The average attendance on a good night was around 27 persons 
with four children, two sisters and two brothers .They were well 
behaved but at the auction held at the end of the meeting they 
had to be restrained by their fathers from overbidding on a 
Jefferson nickel. Ironically, during the early months which 
began in March, 2001, neither Jim nor I were aware of each 
other but in November of 2001, the Editor and his wife Vilma 
attended a dinner meeting of the newly formed Stephen James 
CSRA Coin Club held in Aiken, S C. Jim and his wife, Helen 
Barry lived in Aiken at the time having recently moved to the 
Central Savannah River Area. Soon afterwards, I joined the new 
club. With both of us involved in the two clubs I got to know 
Jim pretty well. WE had a lot in common since both of us were 
former teachers. 


Jim’s numismatic forte was collecting Ancient Coinage 
and he had already amassed a fine collection of attractive pieces 
going back to Ancient Rome and Classical Greece. He had also 
collected British coinage from the era of Queen Elizabeth the 
first and displayed them during the Show and Tell sections at 
both area clubs. U.S. but it was the ancients that were his forte. 


Jim was also an organizer. He would set up a get 
together type meeting on a Saturday where people could bring 
their coins to have them examined and rated even if they were 
not members of the club. Five to six club members including 
Jim would examine the coins brought in using magnifier loupes 
and let visitors know whether their coins were quality pieces or 
not. In 2013, Jim and Helen moved to Evans, GA and both 
attended the Augusta Coin Club even more often; also attending 
our two major yearly coin shows Jim passed away on October 
29, 2024. He was quite a guy and he will be missed! 
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AUGUSTA COIN CLUB, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
December 19, 2024 


The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Sunrise Grill by President, Shelby Plooster. We had 
40 members present and 1 guest present. 


The Secretary's Report: 
The November 21, 2024 minutes were not read. A 
copy is kept on file. 


The Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer's Report was sent by email by 
Stacey Plooster. We have $12,182.39 deposited in the 
Club’s checking account. 


The Prize Winners: 

The Winners raffles were Ed Deketeleare and Steve Nix 
each won a 1 oz. 2024 Silver Eagle. The 50/50 raffle of 
$65.00 was won by Mike Joesbury, 


Show and Tells: 

Mike Brill displayed an 1867 over 67 overdate 
Indian Head penny. Two 1904-0 fish hook Morgan 
Dollars were also displayed. 


The Club’s Annual Christmas Dinner: 

We had another great dinner prepared by Burles 
Johnson, our Vice President. This wione include chicken 
with enjoyable vegetables followed by a delicious dessert. 
Thanks Burles! 


Old Business: 

Perfect attendance for the 2024 has been reinstated. Red 
books (2025) are on sale for $10.00 for wire 

bound and $12.00 for hard copies. There is only 1 left. 
Anyone that gives a program will be eligible 

for a drawing for a one-tenth gold coin. Please leave a tip 
for drinks at the Sunrise Grill. 


New Business: 

President Shelby Plooster noted that Mr. James 
Barry passed away. He will be missed by many. 

Arno Safran won the one-tenth ounce gold coin 
for putting on programs. The 2024 the gold coin was 
donated by Jack Goldenberg of which he won at our 
drawing at the Fall Coin Show. 


Atlanta Monthly Show 
Marietta, Ga 
Middle Georgia Coin Show January 24- 25, 2025 
Perry, Ga 
Fun Show 
Orlando, FI 
Coin Auction 
Burles Johnson ran the auction (10 lots). Everett Price and 
Shelby Plooster delivered the goods as 
the auction was carried on; therefore, speeding up the 
auction. Bids recorder was Tommy Rhoden. 


Respectively Submitted, 
john Shomas Attaway 


January 5, 2025 


January 8-12, 2025 


Kindly patronize our Advertisers 


CS) Glein's Rare Goins 


3830 Washington Ad., Ste. 32 Martinez, GA 30907 
Buying & Selling U.S. Coins, Currency & Confederate 
~ ALL GOLD & SILVER BULLION - 

(Eagles, K-Rands, Maple Leafs & Pandas) 


COIN APPRAISALS 
STEVE DAMRON 

Ph: (706) 755-2249 

Fax: (706) 755-2461 

Tue-Fri 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sat. 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 


Respectful, Friendly & Courteous Service @ 
Augusta Coin 0 


| Mon-Fri] 77AM-4PM 706.210.5486 | 702.845.1934 | 
q Sat | 114M - 4PM JR.Rusinko @yahoo.com 
Member : ANA-R147538,cAc, SeniorCoins1792@gmail.com | 


PCGS, NGC & ICTA 4015 Washington Ad, STE ~L 
Dealer LIC # 40829 ae and —re Martinez, GA 30907 


LIFE MEMBER 


JOHN M. RUSINKO 


NOW OPEN @ 117 WEST SIXTH STREET 
WAYNESBORO, GEORGIA 30830 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY---10AM TO 5PM 
BUYING AND SELLING US COINS AND BULLION 


WILL BUY SINGLE COINS OR COIN COLLECTIONS 
WWW.FLEETWOODCOINS.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/FLEETWOODCOINS 
PHONE--706-551-5115 


Rusty CuMBERLEDGE 
Southeast Regional Representative 


/X ‘ Phone 800-888-1861 


customerservice@anacs.com 


ANACS 
AC 
AMERICA'S OLDEST GRADING SERVICE” 


P.O. Box 6000 


Englewood, Colorado 80155 
www.anacs.com 


